N Dear Mr OKeefe

. DenisLaw
© Mayor

February 3,2012 Mayors Offce

© Gerry O’Keefe, Executive Di'rector S
Puget Souid Partnershlp '

. 326 East D Street
' 'Tacoma WA 98421, '

- RE; Puget Sound Actlon Agenda and Blennlal Scrence Workplan R

v

, "The Clty of Renton supports the protectlon and restorat!on of Puget Sound and we -
' -_apprecrate the opportunlty to. comment on the Puget Sound Partnershlp S Puget Sound
,Actlon Agenda and Blennlal Scrence Workplan (PSAA & BSW) ' ~

The. PSAA & BSW document is ambrtlous espec:ally wrth regard to the 2012 Pnor:tazed .

. Listof Near Term Actions. There are a number of strategies proposed by the o
- partnershlp, however the document doesn’t exp!am how these strategaes will interface .
‘with other regulat;ons such as Iocalfy adopted Shoreline Master Program (SMP) and the o
_‘ proposed National Permlt Drscharge Elimination System (NPDES) regulat:ons Much’ of -
~whatis proposed will: be overseen by Washington Department of Natural Resources: o

_"(DNR) while NPDES and SMP are managed by Department of Ecology (DOE). Therefore, ?

- itis not clearifa strategy/requ:rement from one document takes precedence over '
another : o e
The PSAA & BSW |dent|fzes a Iarge number of Near Term Actron (NTA) ltems whsch have
not been prrorltrzed Our understandzng is that the prlor|trzat|on process will occur

T followrng the. ciose of the comment period. We believe that prlontrzatxon is needed

‘now toreduce the: number of NTAs to a‘more manageable and achlevable number.

Therefore we request- that the plan be crrculated again for public comment following

~ the prlorltuzatlon phase, We also suggest that the NTA list include a column that
consistently identifies the agenmes/partles responsible for |mplementmg each of the

* NTAs. This would beneflt foca! governments as one-of the | prlmary |mplement|ng '
partres o

A number of the NTAs address floodpiam management and set forth d|fferent processes :
- intended to result in changes to federal and state laws and regulations. Itis not clear
- how the current’ efforts to respond to Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
~and the Natlonal Manne Fisheries Serv:ce (NMFS) Biological Opinion (BrOp) will be
‘ ‘_affected by the NTAs or whether the NTAs will need to change asa result
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L The NTAs do not address the substantlal regulatory changes that Iocal governments B
have lmplemented in response the NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit requiréments, _
SMP. updates and Critical Area Ordmance (CAOQ) updates This gives the' appearance that

- the NTAs assume these actions are not adequate Yet, there has.not been analy5|s to

. demonstrate that more regulatlons are needed. In addition, there has not been _
'-adequate tame since |mplementatlon of the updated regulatory requlrements to. assess '

how effectlve those regulatlons have been and whether more are needed or not. |

7_,.A number of actlons relate to stewardshlp in sectlon D: NTAs S 1 through 5. 6 and 6 1

- through 7.6. ‘These actlons do not recognize the public educat:on and stewardshlp that,
. are currently being carned out. We recommend that a complete mventory and

. assessment of éducation and stewardship actlvmes first be conducted to see if exrstmg
B programs can be lmproved or modlfied to ach:eve the deswed outcome before '

' " recommendlng new dupllcatlve programs ' : - :

B Specn‘:c comments regardmg the NTAs are mcluded by category below

Strategy A: Upland/Terrestrlal AR A : :
E The strategy descrlbed in NTA A 1. 1 is: to |dent:fy and pruontlze areas that should be
- protected or restored and those that are best sultable for low-impact development

i':Renton supports thls NTA provzded it- |s developed in the tontext of existing land. use

' u.-requrrements (e. g., SMP, CAO) For. example, this mlght affect the ecologrcal restoratlonr_ ;

~ “requirements for SMP updates will local governments be expected to sncorporate o
 these’ standards in order to be v:ewed as participating in recovery? Local governments '
- . will need to participate in this NTA to ensure standards are, |mplementable and to avoid.

“ unreasonable harm to economic growth. The'ecosystem protection standards need to "

. :-l,be developed with input from all mterest groups (enwronmental local government

busmesses and C|t|zens) ' SRR : : :

- 7NTA A 1, 2 would prov;de gu:dance through model ordlnances for local plans regulatlons
and polu:|es to be consistent with protectlon and recovery targets for Puget Sound.
‘And, NTAA.13. would improve local governments ability to lmplement ‘monitor and

- enforce. plans, regulatlons and permlts that are consistent with protection and recovery

E targets for Puget Sound. Itis unclear. how the requlred balancrng of’ dlfferent GMA goals o

~and requwements (populatlon growth, bwldable lands, affordable housing) willbe” .

' factored into these NTAs. It would be of great ass:stance if this NTA focused on fmd:ng -
exampies of good thmgs already bemg done and provnded those examples as a resource '
- of emstmg tools S : SRR :
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. ,-.NTA A 2 1 would seek to obtaln full or partral property mterests for lands at rlsk of
__conver5|on or Jmpacts from human’ actlvmes It w1|l be |mportant to ensure the orlgmal
intent.of the grant program is not Iost Local agencees will need 10 partrcrpate inthe

- development of criteria to add prOJects to the actlon agenda cons:stent with the grant

fprograms Local agencres will also need participate in the development of criteria to s
~ ensure that p!‘OjeCtS prewously funded W|th|n these grant programs are ehglble to be A
S mcluded in the actlon agenda e ._\ : : - - o

'As grant pro;ect proposals are- mcorporated mto the RCO/Local Agency contract

o agreement the focal s sponsor should be granted the -ability to° meet the or:gmal ;ntent of

- project development as originally. funded if this cannot’ be accommodated then new o
- agreements between the. Iocal agency and the RCO should be negotrated T .
‘_"."NTA A 5 1 would improve data and ;nformatron to accelerate floodplam protectron
‘ -restoratzon and flood hazard ‘management.: This is a large workload for local -
: governments especrally with the number of tasks proposed to be accomplzshed in. 2012
b The list of tasks and. proposed completion dates are unreallstlc and will need to mvolve o

L prlvate Iand owners, c:trzens, and iocalJurlsdrct;ons ‘In addltlon the issues mcluded

* maybe affected by the lawsuit fited agalnst FEMA: by NWF, ahd by other |55Ues related
T to the cfarsﬁcatlon or'the potentral re- openmg ofthe BlOp “Local. govemments will need

to partlmpate in thls NTA Levee setbacks need to. be evaiuated on‘a cost-benefit basns

especially.i in the hlghly urbamzed basms where mgmfacant econom|c deve!opment has - .

o - occurred.. The proposed pro;ect to buy.out busmesses and requure property forlevee

: {'setbacks resultsin a srgmf:cant cost, in addltron to local jur|sd|ct|onal economic 1mpacts
"+ resulting from lost. Jobs decreased property tax revenue and other revenues and the :
. displacement of busmesses Co s - e T

- :NTA A. 5 3 would lmplement and ma:ntam pr|ority floodplam restoratlon prOJects The

e ~cost of bndge replacement or road relocatron/replacement along with the l|m|ted

: physrcal and engineéring. optlons for: replacement/relocatlon will make thfs chailengmg, i
B expenswe and difficult to achleve with current revenue sources: Transportation pro;ects '
80, through value engmeermg processes that often consrder cost savmgs over minimizing

" impactsto floodplain, espeually if the impacts can be mltlgated Renton has also been

involved in the Water Resource. lnventory Area (WR!A) 8 & 9 salmon’ recovery process -
and supports the :mplementat;on of the- hlghest priority- habitat projects.and the o
.cons:deratlon for new fundmg sources from the state and federal the federal

B government

vNTA A5.4 would protect and mamtam mtact and functtonal floodplams Comphance o
with the- BlOp is the subject of | many ongomg dlscussmns ‘In-additioh, a lawsuit has

L ‘been f:led by NWF agamst FEMA on: BlOp lmpiementatlon Re mltlatlon of consultation : -
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T and amendmg the BzOp may occir. Thus what erl be requrred o comply W|th the

o 'NMFS Natronal Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) BrOp isin play

e NTA A8, 1 wouid update Puget Sound instream flow rules and encourage conservat:on

| This could heip with the |mp!ementation of local RCW 90.58 watershed plans but will be

. costly for. Ecology to provrde the specified. number of water master- plans Water supply .
"‘"purveyors are already hrghly regulated by Ecology and Department of Health There are_-

. ;-.strlngent controls ‘on complymg with permrtted water rights, leak reductron water
. conservatlon and groundwater protectlon requrrements to protect both the surface and
a -groundwater resources |n the state, rncludmg mstream ﬂows ' A

NTA A 8 2 relatmg to Water Demand and Water User Conservatron would decrease the h
amount of water W|thdrawn or dlverted and per capita water use. There are already

- conservatron rec;urrements mcludmg hrgher rates for’ lrrlgatron water.meters and waterr?‘ :

. use, Th|s NTA'is duphcatlve of exrstlng requrrements and programs Local governments

7 Cand purveyors wil need t6 be involved in this NTA; especially if the goal is to-establish a-
: “_'tlered prlcmg structure that has to be |mplemented W|th|n the:r water serwce areas

:Strategy B: Marlne and Nearshore L ST :
- NTAB.2:1 would take. act:ons that. protect prlorlty nearshore physrca] and ecologrcal

o processes consistent W|th the SoundW|de restoration prrorltles |dent|f:ed in B1.1,

- Renton. supports Ecology contmumg to provrde fundmg and technlcal assrstance to local -
governments for the development and rmplementatlon of new regulatlons that are j '

| ‘-’_f_'requrred by the state to be adopted and |mplemented by local governments

o NTA B 2 4 would take actrons to protect mrgratory corrrdors and vegetatlon partlcularly -

~in sensrtlve areas such as eelgrass beds. We gquestion whether this applies only to-

"-marlne nearshore areas or whether |t could also apply 1 to river and lake trrbutarles to

‘ '_,-"Puget Sound Private property owner input, along with local government znput willbe -~

needed as part of any WAC revision. Allowances for pubhc overwater structures should-.. "
" be consrdered if the access to the shorelme is going to: be llmrted - '

Strategy C Reduce Sources of Toxrc Chemicals :
NTAC.1.1 would Jmplement and strengthen authorities and programs to prevent toxu: '
_fchemlcals from entermg the Puget Sound environment, However, this NTA doesn t
seem.tQ account for current monitoring programs.and the proposed Reglonal Storm

- _ Water Monitoring Program that is a mandatory requirement in the draft NPDES

Mumupal Stormwater Permits. The NTA appears to be-duplicating what is- proposed in
. the draft NPDES Mumcrpai Stormwater Permit. The. value and monltorrng effectlveness_' '
< will be queshonabie dué to condition(s) varrab:hty and the fact that monitoring is
""-‘problematlc As proposed Ecology has mcorporated this NTA asa mandatory
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: requrrement in the draft NPDES Stormwater Perm|ts that requrres the permlt holders to
fund the program o : : r

" NTA C 2.2 would prevent problems from new development at the site and subdrvrsron
scale.” The Crty of Renton strongly supports this NTA, State funding will need to be

s , lncreased 5|gn|f|cantly if the draft NPDES Munlcrpal Stormwater Permrt requrrements

_become fenal as. proposed = T

NTA c2.3 would correct problems caused by emstmg development (structural

: upgrades regular and enhanced mamtenance) We support retroflt pro;ects provrded o o
~ that there rsafundlng source:to absorb the. added cost. .o T

) _";NTA C. 2 5 would provrde focused stormwater related educatlon and tralnmg The
”requrrements for LIDs are srgmfrcant issues that are proposed asa mandatory .
'requrrement in the Draft NPDES Munrcrpal Stormwater Permlt which is currently berng '

o 7 reviewed and scheduled for fmalrzatlon in July 2012. We' support more tramrng and -
- evaluatlon of LID requ:rements for local governments and developers englneers and

. property owners before such requtrements are made mandatory sn the NPDES
- ‘Mumcrpal Stormwater Permits. . ‘ - S

In closmg, we realrze that thls is an enormous undertakmg and thank the partnershrp for, |

. the work bemg accompl:shed to protect Puget Sound We appremate the opportunrty to’ B
' comment and Iook forward to future partlcrpatlon wrth the Puget Sound Partnersh:p '

: "'S,i_n'ce rely, -

o Jay Covméto L

.. Chref Admmlstrative Offrcer

icfaa

" cci Denistaw, Mayor
_ Renton City Council =~ )
_ Alex Pletsch, CED Administrator
~ Chip Vincent, Planning Director -
. Jennifer Hennmg, Planning Manager .
 Suzanne Dale Estey, Econornic Development D:rector ) o )
.Gregg Zimmerman, Public Works Admlmstrator . S o .
Lys Hornsby, Uttty Systems Director - ) ! ‘ '
- . Ron'Straka, Utility Engmeering Supervisor .
o Terry ngashiyama, Commumty Services Admtnfstrator )
" -Leslle Betlach, Parks Planning and Natural Resources Director
h Terry Flatley, Urban Forestry and Natural Resources Manager C







