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Puget Sound Partnership February 3, 2012
326 East D Street
Tacoma, WA 98421

RE: Action Agenda — Draft, December 9, 2011 — (Note: This is a revised letter. Disregard previous draft.)

Dear PSP staff and partners,

The members of the Washington Watershed Restoration Initiative, a coalition that is concerned about sediment
laden runoff from US Forest Service (USFS) lands, would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the
draft Puget Sound Partnership Action Agenda Update.

We are pleased to see that you identify “surface runoff from forest lands” as a problem that needs to be addressed.
The draft Action Agenda recognizes that in order to achieve a reduction in the sources of pollution that enter Puget
Sound, contributions from forest lands are critical. The Washington Watershed Restoration Initiative was begun
four years ago, in part, to highlight the problems caused by the oversized and deteriorating road network on Forest
Service lands. As you noted, 60-65% of the Puget Sound basin consists of forested lands (26% of the basin is in
Federal ownership) with roads that deteriorate more each year. Surface runoff from forest roads, stream crossings,
road ditches and road cuts often deliver excess sediment to streams impacting water quality and fish habitat.
Because of the work of our coalition and leaders such as Congressman Norm Dicks, the Legacy Roads and Trails
Remediation Program was created to provide much needed funding for road/trail decommissioning and
stormproofing projects. We appreciate the recognition of the accomplishments from this program in the draft
Action Agenda.

Although some progress has been made, the backlog of projects grows every year and with every severe storm
event. As the needs increase, the funding levels for the Legacy Roads and Trails Remediation program have
decreased. The draft Action Agenda does recognize these issues, yet misses an opportunity to provide any near
term actions or performance measures. Our coalition encourages you to consider the following as part of the
update:

*  USFS should ask Congress for adequate funding to upgrade or decommission roads, replace fish barriers
and repair trails to meet restoration goals for Puget Sound by 2020.

*  The Puget Sound Partnership should join with the WWRI coalition in asking Congress to fund the complete
restoration of the federal forest road system by 2020 and remove fish passage barriers to meet water
quality standards while increasing access to habitat.

* The Puget Sound Partnership should join with the WWRI coalition in supporting the development of
blueprints for appropriately sized (based on fiscal realities), ecologically-sound, safe and efficient road
systems (“rightsizing”) that consider current and future management needs as well as reliable access for
the public in Forest Service lands by 2015. (Many forests in Washington are beginning this process in
2012.)

Initial estimates indicate that only 25 miles of Forest Service roads were decommissioned and 46 miles were
maintained last year in Washington although the problem in the Puget Sound watershed is on the order of $200
million (USFS 2005). Part of the reason there was a lack of progress in 2011 is because money was diverted to
address emergency problems resulting from severe storms in 2011. But another reason is because funding for the
program has decreased nationally and is not sufficient. We encourage the Puget Sound Partnership, through the
Action Agenda, to help the Forest Service comply with the Clean Water Act by committing to fixing roads in Puget
Sound by 2020.

We appreciate your consideration of our comments and look forward to working together to restore Puget Sound.

Sincerely,
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