


Combined Meeting 
Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee and Puget Sound Partnership Oil Spill Work Group
Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment (VTRA) 
Steering Committee
Notes and Decisions 
October 2, 2013 – 1-4pm 
In attendance: Todd Hass (Puget Sound Partnership); John Veentjer (Marine Exchange); Rene van Dorp (GWU); Scott Ferguson, Matt Edwards, Meridena Kauffman (USCG); Del Mackenzie (Puget Sound Pilots), Chad Bowechop, Keith Ledford (Makah Tribe); Fred Felleman (Friends of the Earth); Norm Davis and Jon Neel (Ecology); Mike Moore (Pacific Merchant Shipping Association); Eleanor K. N. Kirtley (Glosten Associates); Ed Irish (Tesoro); Tom Ehrlichman, Barbara Dykes (Center for Salish Community Strategies); Lovel Pratt (Citizen); Jeff Shaw (Polar Tankers); Bruce Wishart (Washington Environmental Council); Lori Province (Washington State Labor Council)

The meeting began with introductions of 21 people in attendance. Hass expressed appreciation to USCG for hosting the meeting at Sector Puget Sound in light of closure of Federal Center South due to federal government shutdown.
SC agreed to proposed agenda. Hass confirmed that PSP signed contract extension with GWU through Dec. 31. Announced: recent VTRA presentation to Pacific States/BC Oil Spill Task Force; a 10/4 meeting in Padilla Bay with interested Puget Sound Tribes; and planned talk at Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation meeting in November.
Chad Bowechop (Makah) announced extension of Makah Tribal Council contract with GWU, and plans for Rene van Dorp to go over the associated geographically-based profiles in today’s presentation.
Jon Neel and Norm Davis (Ecology) announced retirement of Prevention Section Manager Chip Boothe as of Sept. 30, and recruitment for his vacant position. Norm Davis distributed handouts (coinciding with his email to group on 10/1) on the locations and volume of bunkering in Puget Sound as derived from Ecology’s Advance Notice of Transfer (ANT) data.
Rene van Dorp presented on the VTRA, concentrating on a new analysis ‘by waterway’ zone.
SC Decision 1: Agreed that Hass will work with Del MacKenzie on a list of substitute terms for each waterway that are more suitable for reference in a local context (e.g., “Guemes Zone” is more appropriate than simply “Guemes,” as the latter implies just the channel to locals).
Fred Felleman suggested that the steering committee recommend that the Coast Guard include in the Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) data linked to tank vessels, the contents and degree full for future analysis.  He also noted how the VTRA report completed for Makah included recommendations for enhancing compatibility between US and Canadian Coast Guard VTS which also should be considered for endorsement by the steering committee 
SC Decision 2: Approved assumptions 1-11 in Rene’s presentation by consensus. Todd Hass agreed to: (a) seek and provide data and rationales supporting each assumption, and (b) better underscore that by their nature, the assumptions are “simplifying” and each likely has exceptions. (For example, Fred Felleman stated that there is currently a mix of tanker sizes going to Westridge – however, the “What If” case for TMEP models only one size class of 100 DWT anticipated by Kinder Morgan and reflected in their latest trainings.)
SC Decision 3: CDR Edwards recommended researchers should clarify the use of “incident” in report, with preference of adopting the narrower use in Appendix A (lead Grabowski) in 2005 VTRA, compared to the broader use of incidents in Figure 24. [Rene subsequently confirmed that that from each “focus vessel’s” point of view, his approach exaggerates the number of incidents as it includes the incidents resulting when the interacting vessel is the source. Rene will correct accordingly in the report.]
Fred Felleman distributed a list of proposed risk mitigation measures (RMMs) for the SC and researchers to consider. [Hass later emailed digital copy to full SC] 
SC agreed that Todd Hass would accept other RMMs suggestions through Oct. 11. Rene plans to post the more geographically explicit results early in the week of Oct. 7. Then, Todd and John Veentjer will assemble/consolidate RMMs and review them with researchers—attempting to establish for each the difficulty of modeling (as easy/medium/hard).  Todd will set up a Doodle poll for a SC meeting in about three weeks to finalize adjustments to current 4 RMMs and selection of new RMMs.
Reserved for future RMME – benchmark/sensitivity analysis of What Ifs, combined with historical high and low. 
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