SEAFLOOR MAPPING AND HABITAT
CHARACTERIZATION OF THE SALISH SEA

A Washington State Mapping Effort for
Puget Seund and the Outer Coast

geology and other thematic maps to tribes, stakeholders, and managers of marine resources,
policy makers, and the public.

Using multibeam bathymetry and acoustic
G |S an d backscatter, potential marine benthic habitat
types can be interpreted and categorized in

Hab Itat Map p | n g a GIS so that a user can select a habitat

type of interest.
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Map Notes:
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Seafloor Mapping &
Structural Geology

Seafloor mapping revealed a new transcurrent
fault, the “Skipjack Island fault,” in northern San
Juan Archipelago.
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Seafloor mapping can show types
and lengths of faults, which then
can be related to earthquake

potential.
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Sub-bottom seismic-reflection profile across Devil's Mtn.
fault showing nearly 20 m seafloor displacement.

Geology & Habitat

Dynamic bedforms, such
as small sediment wave

fields, may be a foraging
habitat containing sand
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